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2 Co R. vij. 1. 


us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſb 
and ſpirit, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God. 


1 


chiefly conſiſts in God's gracious Promiſes, to be re- 
ceiv'd by Faith : The chief Scope of the Law is to ſhew 
us. our Duty, and lead us to Obedience. Faith is the 
Root, Obedience is the Fruit. And we proceed me- 
thodically, when the Belief of God's Goodneſs towards 
us, tendred in his Promites, ſtirs, ug, in us q Careè tg 
rendet the Fruits of Riphwouſncſhach Holinef requi= 
red in his Precepts. And to induce to this, is the eyi-! 
dent deſign of this excellent Scripture. 

Having theſe Promiſes, that 1s, thoſe inſtanced in, 
expreſsd and ſpecified in the preceding Chapter, which 
are taken out of Leviticus, Iſaiah, Feremiab and Ezekiel, 
tho? the Apoſtle keep not himſelf exactly to the Letter, 
but Sence, Scope and Meaning of them, ſeeing God hath 
offered to receive us inro +1 al of his Children ; 
to own us as his Temple, in which he will dwell, and 
take us as a peculiar People to Himſelf, Let us walk 
worthy and ſuitable to ſo high an Honour and Favour, 
and be holy and perfect, as our heavenly Father is. 


In the Words we have theſe Two Parts: 


I. An Exhortation to Holineſs. 
II. Means or Motives, as they may be diverſly in- 
terpreted, to inable and conſtrain us to obey 
Exhortation. 
In the Exhortation we have the Parts and Degrees of 
what we are exhorted to. | 
Firſt, The Parts which are, 1. Privative, Removal 
of Sin. 2. Poſitive, Attainment of Holineſs, ' 
Secondly, The Degrees to be cqnfidered. 


Heſe Words are a conciſe Epitome of the Law 
and Goſpel, and both propounds the Objects 
of our Faith and Obedience,, and ſhew the Sub- 


ſerviency of one unto the other. The Golpel F 


Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dea ily z. lee 4, lie 
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If. In their Extenſion, To all kinds of Sin to be re- 
oved, of Fleſh and Spirit, and all of either kind ; Al 

lat 6lhineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit. : 

255 2d. In their Intenſion, To the higheſt Meaſure, Per- 

V fecting, finiſhing Holineſs. | 

d, 15 treating on theſe Words, I will endeavour, 

e To explain the Exhortation according to the 

PDiviſion given. 

Secondly, Iwill enquire into, and improve the Force 
and e of the Apoſtles Arguments and Reaſons 
by which he urges us to fo exact a Care of Univerſal 
perfect Holineſs. 

I. Firſt, to begin with a brief Explication. 

1. The Privative part; the Removal of Evil: Let 

us cleanſe our ſelves from filtbineſs of fleſh and ſpirit. 

By xa, | is meant Sin ; which defiles us Morally 
and Spiritually, as the moſt unclean things pollute us, 
* n light and ſtick upon us, naturally and cor- 
Iporally. 

; By the cleanſing our (elves from this filtbineſi, is meant 

ch here, the putting off, or putting away, ccaſing from the 

7. love, practice and allowance of Sin; and is equivalent 

ſto that of Iſaiab, Waſh you, make you clean; put the Evil 

h fe your doings from before mine eyes: Ceaſe to do evil, Iſa. 1. 

16, 17, And that to the Epheſians, ch. 4. v. 22. Put of, 
concerning your former Converſation, the Old man, which « cor- 

k bt according to the deceitful luſts. I know the Phraſe of 

cleanſing, and waſhing, and purging, is uſed fot the taking 
away the guilt of Sin by Pardon and Juſtification : but 
then *tis ſolely the Work of God which we pray him to 
do for us; as Pſal. 51.2. Waſh me throughly from mine ini- 

Joquity, and cleanſe me from my ſin, v.7. Purge me with Hy- 

ſop, and I ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 

Snow.:— Or he promiſeth to do for us, as Exeł. 36 25. 
| Then I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and you ſhall be clean; 

from. all your filthineſs will I cleanſe you. But when 'tis re- 

quired of us to do it, ſignifies either Repentance for Sins 

paſt, the ſigns of which are Tears, Water being the 

cleanſing Element; and keeping our ſelves with all ho- 

ly Care and Watchfulneſs, from being defiled with Sin 
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(4) We. 
for the time to come. And tho it be the Work of God el 
to ſauctify, as well as juſtify ; to — the Waters of * 

his Spirit, as well as apply the Blood of his Son. Vet E, 
may we well be required to do this, becauſe Man hath 2 a 
power to abſtain from particular Sins, and is capable h 
of uſing cleanſing Means, which God affords him; and n 
receiving grace from God, receives withal a power to [2 
improve it, and grow in it; that being cleanſed, he may G. 
gradually cleanſe himſelf mote and more. i 

In the Pofttive part. By Holineſs, is meant our Con- [15 
formity to the Will of God, in State, in Actions, to be oft 
ſuch as God requires us to be, and to do the good God 15 
expects from us; to be holy in all manner of Conyer- 1 
ſation, and propounding to our ſelves the right End of 1 
God's glory; to promote it by a right Rule his revealed % 
Will, from a right Principle of ſincere Love to him. 

2. For the Degrees. 1 f. In the Extenſion, Sins of all Per 
kinds. Of the Fleſh, that is, of the Outward Man or pf 
Body; Sin in outward Actions: That we yield not our mn 
members Servants to Iniquity or Unrighteouſneſs : That Th 
we ſuffer not Sin to refgn in our mortal Bodies, but keep Ut 
our Tongues from Evil-ſpeaking , Swearing, Lying, 5 
Slandering, obſcene, wanton, and corrupt Communi- 
cation, ungodly and — erg Talk; our Hands from 
Picking and Stealing, Violence and Murder; our Mouths 
from Riot, Gluttony, and Drunkenneſs ; our whole 
Body from Fornication, Whoredom and Adultery, and 
all Pollutions; in a word, from all Sins which are com- 
mitted by the Outward Man. Of the Spirit; that is, 
Sins of the Soul, and inward Affectioiꝭ; from Heart-ſins, 
inward Wickedneſs, all blaſphemousand hard Thoughts | 
of God ; Unbelief, Hereſy, Pride, Malice, Envy, Evil 
ſurmiſe, impure Thoughts, Uncharitableneſs, Covetouſ- 
neſs, Hypocriſy; and from all particulars of either kind; 
not only putting from us ſome Sins we can well ſpare, 
as not being much ſerviceable to our advantage, nor 
ſerving the turn of our pleaſure, profit, ambition; but 
every one, tho it be as a Dalilab, as a right Hand for 
profit, or a right Eye for pleaſure to us. mh + 

2h. Intenſiycnels, Perfecking Holineſs ; ſtriving can 
| neſtly 


(535 3 
God lneſtly to grow and increaſe in our Obedience, till we be 
rs of ompleat in all the Will of God; going from ſtrength 
ver E ſtrength, till we appear perſect before God in Zion; 
u bringing forth more fruit, till we be filled with all the 
able Fruits of Righteouſneſs; not content to be Babes in 
hriſt, but labouring to attain to a manly Stature, fol- 
- ro {Owing hard after God; preſſing forward, till we come, 
nay fs near as may be, to the doing of God's Will on Earth, 
gs tis done in Heaven by the Holy Angels, and the Spi- 
on- Fits of juſt Men made perfect: Still going forward, 
o be forgetting what's behind, and ſtriving to be Holy, as 
Jod he who called us is Holy; till the Meaſure be fo full, 
er- {hat it will hold no more. | 
1 of |_ Thus much ſhall ſuffice for the Duty of the Text. 
ned The Sum of all which is, We muſt cleanſe our ſeives from 
|. bl fin, which is a defiling filthy thing, both heartily re- 
all Penting what is paſt, and waſhing our ſelves in Tears 

| or Pf godly Sorrow, from the filth we have already con- 
our tracted; and reform and amend for the time to come, 
hat chat we contract no more; either by acting Sin with 
our Bodies, or its Senſes or Members; or harbouring 


* Sin in our Souls, in any of its Faculties or Affections: 
ni And we muſt perſue and follow after Goodneſs, la- 


douring to attain to the higheſt meaſure of ir, and, as 


_ much as is poſſible, to be perfectly Holy. 
ole II. I come now, Secondh, to enquire into, and im- 
nd Prove the Force and Cogency of the Apoltle's — 2 
m- ments and eaſons, by which he urges us to ſo exact a 
is, Cate of Univerſal perfect Holineſs. 


Now the Apoſtle draws his Arguments, by which he 
hrs prefſerth Chriſtians to this Duty, from a threefold Head 
vil jor Spring. 
ub Firſt, God's Love to us. 
id: Secondly, Our Fear of God. 

L Thirdly, Their joint Conſideration of both theſe. 


. 1f. From God's Love to us. 
ar 1 1- From a principle of Thankfulneſs for what we 
or have already received. 

3. From a principle of Hope, and deſire of what 
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Take the Reaſons plainly and clearly thus: 


Firſt, Chriſtians ſnould be exactly and 1 


Holy, becauſe God hath prevented them with his G 
neſs, and done great Things for them: which require 
much Thankfulneſs, and returns of Love. And thi 
is the beſt way to expreſs and manifeſt it. Holineſs is 
our real and moſt acceptable exprefſion of our grati- 
tude and love to God. * N 
Secondly, Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy, becauſe God 
hath planted in them Deſires, and given them Hopes 
of greater Things yet to be obtained. And this Care 
4 Endeavour of Holineſs is the Condition upon which, 
and the Means by which they are to be obtained. 

24. From our Fear of God flow Two Reaſons : 

1. Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy, for fear of grie- 
ving and offending God, and — the Mercies 
promis d, or enjoy d; the neglect of this being that 
which forfeits them. 

2. Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy, for fear of incur- 
ring the Evils threatned; the want of this, being that 
againſt which the Threatnings are denounced. 

34h. From the joint Conſideration of Promiſes and 
Threatnings, Love and Fear, flows this Reaſon. 

' Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy, becauſe God urges 
them to it, with all the Arguments Man's Nature is ca- 
pable of, and ſhuts them up in utter inexcuſableneſs in 


their neglect, which is the moſt likely way to conſtrain 


them to their Duty. | | 

Thus have I given you a brief Proſpect of all the 
Reaſons coucht in the Text together. | 

| ſhall now perſue them ſeverally, and illuſtrate and 
improve them one by- one. 

begin with the Firſt, which flows from God's Love 
towards us; implied and intimated in the Promiſes we 
have from him. ; 

The whole Covenant of Grace is nothing elſe but the 
Complexure of all his great and precious Promites c 
And what greater Love can the great God ſhew, than 
to condeſcend to make a Covenant with his Creatures, 
eo come into Bond to Man Now 
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473 
No there is a twofold Love in God: A Love of 
Benevolence, by which he prevents us with his Good- 
neſs; willeth us good, and doth us good, to engage us 
and allure us to be good. And a Love of Complacen- 
cy; a remunerating Love, by which he delights in us, 
and rewards us when we are good. | 
vt he firſt of theſe calls for our Returns of Love and 
1 Gratitude. The ſecond awakes our Hopes, our De- 
God ſires and Eudeavours. 3 
= But take the Reaſons as they were propounded. 
4e 1. Chriſtians ſhould be exactly Holy to manifeſt 
uch their Love and Thankfulneſs to God, for the great Love 
uch, he hath manifeſted to them in his Promiſes, and in what 
q he hath done for them already. 
rie Now if any ſhould be ſo inſenſible of God's Kind- 
cies) neſs; or fo prophanely careleſs of it, as to ask their 
that Queſtions, Mal. 1. 2. Wherein baſt thou loved us? Hearken 
| a little till you hear what I have to ſay on God's behalf. 
dur He hath loved thee out of thy firſt nothing, and given 
char thee thy ſelf, thy Life, thy Breath, and all ibings, Act. 17. 25. 
For in bim ve live move, and have our being, for we 
and! are his Off-pring, v. 28. He hath given thee a rational 
immortal Soul, more worth than all the World; And 
tees Path ſtampt thee with the Beauty of his own bright 
25 Image, and made thee but little lower than the Angeli, 
in] Crowning thee with glory and honour, Pf. 8. and made thee 
4 50 Lord of all thy fellow Creatures. He hath loved thee 
nin giving thee Food and Raiment, Deut. 10. 18, and con- 
ihe venient habitation. He hath prevented thee with many 
Bleſſings of bis Goodneſs, Pfal. 21. 3. He hath not left bim- 
4 ſe without witneſs , giving thee fruitful Seaſons, and Rain 
nd from Heaven, oft filling thy beart with Food and Gladneſs, Act. 
vel 14.17. And if to give thy own felf to thee, with 
theſe additions, ſeem a ſmall matter to ungrateful 
We Sinners; What is it to give himſelf to thee? And this he 
h hath done : He hath given his Son, that is, Himfelf 
NC for thee. 1 John 4, 10. Herein is love (with a witneſs ) 
ot that we loved bim, but be loved us, and ſent bis Son to be 
' | #he Propitiation fo our fins. Herein is love with an &ma5 ; 
Sed ſe leved the Harld, that * bis enly be gatten pe 
; 4 Tat 
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1  thet whoſoever believeth in 


(8 | 

bim, ſhould not 77 iſh, but let 
everlaſting Life. And that thou might'ſt be brought toſ ane 
believe in him, hach lookt after thee, call d after thee, f ſay 


ſent after thee into the Wilderneſs of Sin and Folly, inſ an- 


which thou wand'reſt from him like a ſtray Sheep, and De 
hath laid thee on his own Shoulders, to bring thee backſ ha 
unto his Fold, and the Shepherd of our Souls: Hathſa f 

laced thee in his Church, under the influence of all Lo 

is Ordinances, feeding thee with the Manna of his] kee 
Word, and making Proviſion of the dew of Heaven to 1 
ſatisſie thy Thirſt, opened a Fountain in Baptiſm to waſh] tee 
away thy filthineſs, and ſpread a Table before thee in] le- 
deſpight of thy Spiritual Enemies, on which is the Life-| bin 
giving fleſh of his deareſt Son; calling thee, inviting thee, [Joy 
commanding thee, yea,intreating thee to buy Wine ande 
Milk without Mony, and without Price; to take the Wa- cla 
ter of Life freely; to eat and drink abundantly, bearing ſai 


with Patience thy Affronts, thy Sloath and Scorn have fro 


put upon him: Still waiting to be gracious, and promiling ſ rec 
after all thy Whoredoms and Backſlidings, to pardon che 
them, and heal cheſe, and to receive thee, and not ſo fab 
much as upbraid thee with them, or for them; but love I fol 
thee freely, as if thou hadſt never been defiled ; And own | ma 
thee as his Spouſe, and be thy Husband and take thee [to 
for a Child, and be thy tender-hearted Father, and give! 
thee as hisHeir,yea as joynt-heir with Chriſt, the Crown [G0 
and Kingdom provided for, and promiſed to them that W 
love him. And now can we forbear to ask David's I ma 
__ Pſal.1 16.12. What ſhall I render to the Lord for all I hir 
1s Benefits toward; me ? or take up other Reſolutions than [is t 
he did; to take the Cup of Salvation, call upon the Name of [ore 
the Lord, gay our Vows and walk before God in the land of the 10 
living. Love deſcrves returns of Love. Seeing God 


theteſore hath manifeſted ſo much Love in what he las 

hath already done for us, and in what he hath farther 
romiſed to do for us. Let us manifeſt our Love to him Ipla 
y this real and acceptable expreſſion of it, Univerſal Ithi 
and ſincere Obedience. 2 Cor. 5. 14. The love of Cbriſt [cor 
conſtrains us, ſaith the Apoſtle; to wit, to love him 
him, who loved us, and died for us. And as 
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let us not love in Word, neither in Tongue, but in Deed 
t toſ and in Truth, 1 Fob. 3.18, Let us not ſay we love, or 
ice, ſay we are thanktul, but ſhew it and prove it. God 
inland Chriſt have proved their Love to purpoſe, by 
and Deeds; and if our Love be a return for theirs, ic ſhould 
ack} have the like Stamp and Seal: a Love in Words, is not 
athſa fit return for a Love in Deeds. Now the proof of our 
all] Love, is Obedience ro his Commandment. f xe love me, 
his krep my Commandments, faith our Saviour; and St. Fobn, 
1 toll John 2. 3, 4. Hereby we know that we know him, if we 
aſh keep bis Commandments : he that ſaith he knoweth him, and 
In Reepeth not bis Commandment,u a Liar, and the truth is not in 
ife- bim. This is the voice of both Law and Goſpel, ro them who 
nee, love me and keep my Commandments, 1 
and] God's Commandments are nothing elſe but the De- 
* Ii of his Will; and his Will is our San&ification, 
10g |faith St. Paul. The Sum af them is, that we abſtain 
aveſfrom the Sin they forbid, and practiſe the Good they 
ing require and injoin. That we refuſe the Evil, and 
lon [chooſe the Good; that we hate and leave Iniquity, and 
t ſo f abſtain from all appearance of Evil;and that we love and 
ove [follow afterRighteouſneſs,cadeavouring to be holy in all 
wn [manner of Converſation, which is the Duty of the Text, 
hee I to cleanſe our ſel ves from all filtbineſs, and perfect bolineſs. 
ive 2. I proceed to the ſecond Reaſon, which reſpects 
wn God's Love of Complacency, his remuncrating Love. 
hat [We muſt cleanſe our ſelves, and perfect Holineſs, that God 
id's may love us with a Love of delight, and communicate 
r al [himſelf ro us, and reward us with him : God himſelf 
nan fis the great Reward of his People; I am thy exceeding 
e of [oreat reward, faith he to Abrabam, Gen. 17. 1. and ſo he 
ich to all the Children of Abrabam: but remember, 
70d [Walk before me, aud be perfect. But to take the Reaſon, 
he Jas I gave it you before. 
her | Chriſtians muſt be thus Holy, becauſe God hath 
um Jplanted in them Deſites, and given them hopes of better 
rſal things to be obtained. And this care of Holineſs, is the 
iſ condition upon which, and the means by which they 
im, fareto be obtained. Mu boat Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord, 
10 a8 we have it Negatively from Sd. Paw z and the pure in 
et | 
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e, ſhall ſee God; as affirmatively from our Savior 
***  thimſelf. God moves Man by ſuch Arguments, Mc 
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tives, and Reaſons, as are ſuted to move a nature ſc 
conſtituted as Man is. Now there being in Man's Na 


ture an implanted Deſire of Good and Happineſs, rh * 


to draw us to our Duty, by propounding Happineſs a 
our Reward. *Tis true, Benefits do oblige ro Duty, a: 


in the former Reaſon : Bur 'tis as true, Duty mult pre 


[ 
U 
| 
Divine Benignity and Wiſdom takes advantage of thag 1 
a 
fi 
n 
It 


pare, difpoſe, and qualify us for farther Benefits, whic 
is the Scope of this Reaſon : Not only the Light of Naf a 
ture taught the Romans to emblimiſe this in the StruJ fc 
Eture of their Temples of Honour and Virtue thay 5 
the only way to the firſt, was through the laſt. Buy 
St. Peter taught them (if he ever taught them) that God t 
hath called as to Glory and Virtue, 2 Pet. 1. 4. To Glory jn 
as the End, and Virtue as the Means. And that wq te 
mult add grace to grace, and grow in all grace, that aj © 
abundant entrance may be adminiſtred to us, intq A 
the eternal Kingdom. And I am ſure St. Paul taught til 
the Romans and us too, Rom. 2. that by patient continuancy 6, 
in well-doing, we muſt ſeek for Immortality, and ſo we ſhall ar 
obtain eternal Life. And 2 Thef. 2. I3. that we arc eq 
choſen to S Mvation, through Sanfification of the Spirit. And i 
Plain reaſdn will convince us both of the Congruity thaſ j 
it ſhould be thus, and the Neceffity that it muſt bethus n 
If we conſider either the Nature of God from whom cu 
we expect our Happineſs, and the good things prof ,z, 
miſed; or of the happineſs and good things we expec x, 
from him. For God is Holineſs it ſelf, there is non Ge 
Holy as the Lord. He & of purer eyes than to behold iniquity] of 
with Approbation, Pſal. 4. 4,5, 6. Thou art not 4 God tb 
hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, neit ber ſhall evil dwell with tbee |, 
zbe fooliſh ſhall not fand in thy ſight ; thou bateſt all worker] , 
of iniquity : He bids them depart from him here anc 
hereafter. Res ef delicata Spiritas Dei, he will not dwelſ j 
in an impure Stye. All ſhadows of heavenly things ex p,. 
acted Cleanneſs in them who approach them; Moſes and f 
Joſbus muſt put off their Shoes when they tread on thaſ ſtri 
ground which God's appeaxance made Holy. God will | | 


* * . 


jouſ be ſanctifed in all that draw abr to bim, Le bit. 10. 3." W. 


was to be clean which appęrtain d to God, his Temple, 
his Altar, and every Sacrifice to be offered on it, the 
\aJ Prieſts; Be ye clean, that bear the Veſſels of the San@uary, 

J The Worfhippers maſt he cleanſed, and *twas preſent 
q Deathto approach in any uncleanneſꝭ. Now Chriſtians 
are to be his Temple, his Prieſts to offer [piritual Sacri- 
fice; An holy Nation, God's Spouſe. And if Eſther 

muſt be 12 Months in badet 12. to be brought 
c into King Abaſuerus, how ſhould they be cleanſed — 

are to be the Spouſe of God, his Children, and there- 
fore like him ? Ve ye perfect, as your beatenly Fat ber # per- 
Fed, or elſe he'll diſ-· inherit you, and caſt you off. Or if 
ve conſider the Nature of our Happineſs and Reward; 
tis an holy Happineſs, to be received by an holy God, 
into his holy Heavens. Now no unclean thing can en- 
ter into the New Jeruſalem, much leſs continue there. 
t ai One Sin made a mutiny in Heaven. Michael and his 

Angel againſt the Devil and his, and no Peace there, « 

till he was caſt out. Paradiſe ſpewed out Adam for the 
firſt defilement, and Cherubims with a flaming Sword 
are Porters at its gates ever ſince. All this ſhews you the 
4 cquitableneſs of he Reaſons, tis fit it ſhould. be fo. But 
if we could not demonſtrate this at all, the Will of God 
is clear. And there were little hope to inherit the Pro- 
Jy miſes againſt his Will, tho' there were no other bar to 
cut us off, and ſhut us out, I Cor 6. g. Know ye not that 
the unrighteous cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, neither 
Fornicators ; and ſuch muſt be waſhed and cleanſed. 
| Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 
of that which is to come. 

Oh therefore, as you ever deſire to be happy, or 
thee | hope that God ſhould receive you and delight in- you, * 
wer] and communicate himſelf to you, cleanſe your ſel ves from 
And all filthineſs, and perſect Holineſs. 
wel proceed t 4 ſecond Motive drawn from Fear, our 
8 Frar that we have or ought to have of God. 
| Ta Now this may be taken largely and leſs properly, or 
Wil strictly and properly. PT 
vil le the firſt Senſe icimplies the whole of Religion, 

| an 
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aud ſpeaks an Oppoſition to thoſe low and ſecular 
- Mortves, by which moſt Men are ated in their abſti- 
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nence from Evil, and purſuit of Good. As if he had 
faid, Eſcbew Evil, and 1 Good, not only for fear of Men, 
and to avoid danger from them, and the Puiſhments 
they can inflict for your faults and neglects: Nor for 
ſhame, and to ſecure your own Reputation and Credit, 
in vain-glory to procure a Name and Eſteem of Godli- 
neſs; nor for profit, as thoſe wha count gain Godlineſs, 
and forbear Sin to ſave Charges, but in Conſcience to 
God, and with a ſincere reſpect to him. What yau 
are in Religion be upon grounds truly religious, doin 
Ir heartily as to the Lord, not to Men, as being devot 
to his Fear, as David ſpeaks of himſelf. And we find a 
_ religious, holy Diſpoſition of Soul frequently 

eſcribed by this Phraſe, The fear of God, as you may 
read Fer. 32. 39. 40. And to have no fear of God be- 
fore their eyes, is all one as to have no Senſe of Reli- 
gion, Rom. 3. 18. | 

But, Secondly, the Fear of God may be taken in a 

ſtricter notion, tor the proper affection of Fear, which 
is converfant about Evil, as its proper Object, and is 


placed in our Nature, to bridle and reſtrain us from 


what our Appetites might hurry us to. 

Now this Fear is twofold, a nobler and more inge- 
nious Fear, like that a Son towards his Father; called 
therefore Filial, or Son- like Fear. Or lower and leſs 
ingenious, like that of a Servant towards his Lord, leſt 
he provoke him to avenge himſelf upon him,call'd ſer- 
vile, or flaviſh Fear. MLL 

The firſt chiefly reſpects the Fault, the ſecond the 
Puniſhmeat; both are good and lawful, tho? the firſt 
be far morc excellent than the other : And both have 


their Uſe here, and afford us two Reaſons of the Duty Þ-: 


here required of us, and prefs'd upon us. 


1. Chriſtians ſhould be thus careful to cleanſe them- P*: 
ſelves from Sin and perfect Holineſs, for fear leaſt they 


grieve God. 
2. Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy, for fear they pro- 


yoke God to grieve them; that is, to avenge himſelf 
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D 
on them, in executing the Threatnin 


neſs. 

A Word of each in order. eee 

1. Chriſtians ſhould be thus careful fot fear of grie- 
ving ſo good a God. Not only his Greatneſs, bur his 
Goodneſs is to be feared, Pſal. 130. 4. There & forgive- 
neſs with thee, that thou may ſt be feared: Not only Wrath 
and Juſtice, and a diſpoſition not to forgive; but Mer- 
cy, and a readineſs to forgive, ſhould make us fear to 
oftend, Hoſ. 3. 4. They ſhall fear the Lord, and bu Good- 
meſs, | 


Now our Uncleanneſs, and Filthineſs, and neglect 
of Holineſs, grieves God. Gen. 6. 6. Aan wickedneſs 
ie ved God at hi very beart; yea, it breaks bi very beart, 
ze k. 6. g. I am broken with their whoriſh heart, yea it 
vexes God, Iſa. 63. 10. They rebelled and vexed bs Heb Spi- 
rit ; 't @ preſſure and burden to him grievous and inſupportable. 
Amos 2 1.3. Behold I am preſſed under vou, a a cart & preſſed 
that i full of ſheaves. It wearies him and makes him 


be being his Sons and Daughters; do not grieyc him, 
WR yew. 
| __— 


ſerve, Iſa. 43. 14. Thon haſt made me to ſerve with thy ſins, 
baſt wearied me with thy iniquities. It diſhonours him, 
and caſt contempt upon him, Rom. 2. 23. It cauſes his 
oly Name to be prophaned „ Exek. 36. 20. It robs 
im of his Glory, it wounds him, and hath a tendency _ 
odethrone him, to deſtroy him: not that the effect is 
_ but the tendency of the act leans and leads 
at way. | - | | 
Now — weighty, important and forceable ſhould 
his Reaſon be, to conſtrain us to the Duty in the Text. 
hat Son, who hath any Senſe of Duty left, any Spark 
of Ingenuity remaining in him, would deal fo with a 
ender-hearted and moſt indulgent Father, to grieve 


him, vex him, weary and load him, expoſe him to re- 
pproach and ſcorn, wound him and kill him? And Chri- 


ſtians, if you have any awe, any fear, any reſpect, any 
eneration left for that Holy, that Good, that Great, 

at Bleſſed God, whom you call Father, and who 
ath offered to accept you into the number and honour 


&5 he hack. de? 


nounced againſt Sinners, and thoſe who neglect Hol- 


6 * 788 
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er the inclean thing. And Heb: 1. ſcems very parallel. ſulg- 
with, my Text. Lex us therefore fear, leſt a promile; ad | 
Veing let us of entting into his reſt, any of you ſhouldiÞ*m 
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Tia), by 
ver him, by doing that abominable thing which he 


hates · But cleanſe you 17 irom all filthineſs, and la- 
e 0 


bour to be Holy like your Holy Father, the Sons of God, 
without rebuke; ſhewing your Legitimation by your 
Participation of the Divine, Nature, and the Linea- 
ments of the Divine Image on your Hearts, and the, E 
fruits of it in your Lives and Coayerſations. 
21y, Chriſtians ſhould be thus Holy fer fear of God's 
diſpleaſure, leaſt he grieve them, and avenge himiclt 
upon them, and vindicate his Honour, which they have, 
caſt contempt upon, aud ſanctiſy his own Name, which 
they have prophaned; and plead againſt them the 
Quarrel of his Covenant hich they have deſpiſed. | 
Ihe ſame Apoitle, who ſaith, the Lave of Chriſt cen. 
rains s; ſaith alſo, knowing. the terror of the Lord, we. þ 
warn Men. And the Scripture abounds with Arguments 
from Fear, as much as from any other Topick. God 
well knowing, that moſt are more prone, to be awed pf 
by that, than allur'd by Love; and therefore he hath. Lo 
hedged up out way with their Threatnings and tis hatd irg 
to kick againſt the pricks,.. He hath diſplayed his ter- hre. 
rible Wrath, and dreadful Power and. Juſtice, + Aud e 
upon the account warns us to ſerve. him with reuerenee ap 
and godly fear ; becauſe our God 4 conſuming Fire, Heb, nu 
12. and laſt verſe. 6. mine! ; 710 port 
And we muſt paſs the time of our ſojourning here in nal 
fear, becauſe we haye to do wich a Judge who judged fonc 
without reſpect of perſons, 1 Pet. I. 17. And this as a ſpit! 
means to make us holy as he is holy, v. 16. ſigo 
Nov this branches it ſelf; out into theſe two Heads. hen 
Chriſtjans ſhould be thus holy for fear of loſing the hry 
Good prepared, offered and tendered to them; for tis peri, 
upon this condition expreſly that tis promiſed. God h t 
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\. faith, He will receive them; be their Father: But he Ind 


alſo preſcribes the terms and conditions on which he par 
will make his promiſe good: Be ye ſeparate, and touch Jay, 
| 


teem;t0 come ſhort of it. Rom. 1 1. 20, 21. * 5, p 
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| (15) 8 
hp 1 by Faith be not bigh-minded, but fear, lig be alſo ſpate 
Poet thee. mY 11 f ; 
Either the preſence of Sin, or the abſence and want 

of Holineſs will cut you off from God's favour, for ſeit 


put of his Kingdom into which no unclean thing. can 
ter: Therefore for fear of loling thſe things, Cleanſe 


ds our ſelves from all filthineſs, and perfect Holineſs. + 
IE] 2. For fear of the Wrath denounced againſt theſe: 


VE, Fer the Wrath of God # revealed from. Heaven againſt all 
ich nrig bt eouſneſs of Men, Rom, I. 18. Tribulation and Angaiſh, 
Indignation and Wrath upon every Soul of Man that doth Evi. 
ear him that can kill Body and Soul, and throw them 
Into Hell: 
ll filthineſs, and be Holy for fear of Death, Eternal 
Death, Hell and Damnation. NN 
Laſtly, The laſt Motive or Reaſon to preſs the Duty 
pf the Text, is drawn from the joint Confideration of 
ove and Fear: or from this Conſideration, that God 
Þrges us with both theſe at once, and thereby ſignifies his 
ter: gteat Deſire that we ſhould obey him in that, to which 
d fe preſſeth us with all the Arguments our Nature is 
e apable of, and can rationally be moved by; and fo 
auſt obey , or be left for ever utterly inexcuſable. 
1;. pometimes too much Indulgence ſpoils Children, and 
fnakes them wanton ; and ſo they are ruin'd by the 
ged fondneſs of their Parents; and for want of awing them 
as 4 Frith neceſſary and juſt Severity, ſometimes too much 
ſigour provokes them, and diſcourages them, and makes 


Is. them deſperate. But a due temperament, and a necef- | 


the ry mixture of Love and Authority, Kindneſs and Se- 


30d Þ the way of Duty. Thus God, had he only w 
he nd allured us with Love, Mercy, Promiſes, and Re 


he Promiſes, I mean your rigut to them; ſhut you | 


Chriſtians ſhould cleanſe themſelves from 


1 
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tis ferity, makes them know themſelves, and leads them 
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1 he;Þards, we might have wax'd wanton, and ſaid another 


_—_ ay, We had not Wiſdom enough to bear ſo much la- 

nile: over-ſet us, and tempted us to Security and 1 

widibkmption. But if God would have threatned vs; ſcar'd 

and. p, put us in fear, we ſhould then have knowg-our 
s | 


ulgence. This Sail was too big for our ſhallow Veſſel, 
n Pre- 
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|=. * 'felyes, and obry's him better. Or if Cod ould bets 
ways chiding, threatning, flaſhing bis Curſe Wrath 


ace of our Conſcience this might ſink and over-whelr 
2 at God would have uſed ati fait means, given us att 


ther, that our Nature is capable of being moved” by 


excuſe our ſelves : But he may challenge us What could 
have been done more that 1 have not done, for in 
Vineyard, Iſa 5 4. He ſhews us his Goodneſs and bi; 
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Fire and Brimſtone, Death, Hell'and Damnation inch 


us with deſpair, filius with prejudice, and hard thought 
A and put an extuſe into out mouths; tha 


hope. we would have come unto him. . etefotre Goc 
in his infinite Wiſdom mingles and joins always tog 


Hems us in on every ſide, that there is no way leſt te 


Severity, his Love and his Wrath, his Mercy and his 
nee: He pſes fair means and foul : He ſets before ui: 


Lite and Death, Good and Evil; Bleſſings and Curſe 


Heaven and Hell, Promiſes and Thieatnings, to awa 
ken our hopes and our fears. That if any thing will do 
and prevail with us, nothing may be wanting. Thar il 
we may be drawn or driven, means conducing to tac 
of them are afforded to us. So that Mani cafl neither 
complain for waut of Helps, nor excuſe Himſelf in his 
Negligence, having had all his Nature & capable of. 
Io conclude; Why then will you? how then dare 
you ſo boldly; fo obſtinately refute, Kg 555 deſpiſe 
the things which concern your: Peace? Be-wife, be wik 
before it be too late; turn you at my reproof, turn yo! 
at God's reprooff, and caſt away your prophane Neg 
of God and: Religion: Remember your ſelves to be 
Men, and live no longer like the Heathens, who know 
not God: But rouſe up your ſelves; and bethiſik yout 
ſelves of your paſt Neglects; bewail them, judge yout 
ſelves for them, and amend; mind Religion ſeriouſl 
and prize it highly, and love it ſincerely; learn it dili 


gently, and preach. it faithſtilly, that God may o wt 


and bleſs you now, and fave you for ever. 
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